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Universities and medical research institutes around the country have missions that stress lasting 
health benefits for both local and global communities. Indeed, this is why medical researchers 
sign up to the career in the first place. As individuals and institutions, we are passionate about 
improving people’s health and wellbeing. Why, then, is it so hard to bridge the gap between 
the world-leading academic research that is so highly regarded by international peers, and 
tangible benefits for patients? 

The MedTech and Pharma Growth Centre 
(MTPConnect) Sector Competitiveness Plan (SCP) 
clearly articulates key constraints in this regard, 
and three that I would like to focus on are skills, 
collaboration and funding. Our country’s leading 
researchers are, by definition, exceptional at research. 
They collaborate well with like-minded souls nationally 
and internationally in their chosen field of expertise, 
and they are also highly successful at obtaining grants 
to fund their research teams. So, what is missing?

The challenge is that research translation requires 
different types of skills, collaboration and funding, 
knowledge of which tends not to be readily available 

to researchers in an academic environment. 
Progressing down the path towards patient benefit 
firstly requires an understanding of patient needs that 
are not adequately addressed by current treatments. 
It requires engagement with clinicians, patient groups 
and industries that are at the coalface working to 
provide solutions. 

This does not in any way diminish the importance 
of fundamental research, which has the potential 
to generate important game-changing advances; 
however, such advances will only benefit patients if 
the value of applying those novel research findings 
is realised in an appropriate context, and individuals 
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